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EDITORIAL 


The Christian Century 
Also Among the Prophets! ! ! 


It is very difficult to discuss the National 
Council of Churches today because those who 
favor this organization seem to have lost their 
ability to look at it objectively and to criticize 
where indicated, while on the other hand those 
who distrust and fear the National Council 
often fail to recognize that, under proper lead- 
ership, it could be an instrument for great good. 


Within our own Church there is a growing 
unrest over the National Council because within 
its leadership are those completely dedicated 
to extreme theological liberalism and its almost 
inevitable corrolary, left-wing political and 
socio-economic policies. 


On several occasions our General Assembly 
clearly warned the Federal Council of Churches 
—now merged into the National Council— 
against its representatives making ex cathedra 
statements on political and economic matters 
in those areas where Christians of equal piety 
and enlightenment can and do differ. 


These warnings were acknowledged but never 
heeded and from there on the National Council 
has continued to issue statements on multiplied 
matters, (even the Bricker Amendment, for in- 
stance), as the spokesman for 35,000,000 
Protestants. 


The Christian Century, certainly among the 
strongest advocates of a vigorous economic and 


political stand on any and every kind of world — 


adventure, has now come out with a two page 
blast against the representatives of the National 
Council, not because they continue their lobby- 
ing and other activities in Washington but 
because they are doing this in secret. 


We quote the following from the article, 
“Protestant Secrecy in Washington,” in the 
March 28th issue of the Christian Century: 


“The implications of the policy being fol- 
lowed by our Protestant leaders are clearly 
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dangerous. It sets a bad precedent. It presents 
the churches as if they were special interest. 
with an inside track tn government. It em- 
barrasses officials. Protestant churches ought 
to be the last to want to see such a precedent 
established. 


“If the seminar were the only area in Wash- 
ington where secrecy 1s being sought by our 
Protestant leaders, it might be dismissed as an 
inconsequent exercise in ecclesiastical vanity. 
But this appears to be only one manifestation of 
a trend that has developed in the National 
Council of Churches. Council leaders seem to 
shroud with secrecy all their dealings with the 
federal government. 


“They treat conferences designed to establish 
public policy as if what is involved ts a group 
of private citizens discussing their private 
business. 


“Even when the Nattonal Council sends a 
representative to testify at a public hearing, tts 
officials frequently decline to supply the press 
with copies of the testimony, explaining that 
the National Council does not “seek publicity.” 
Has the idea never dawned that the National 
Council has an obligation to its constituents and 
to the public to let it be known how its repre- 
sentatives are operating in the public domain? 
Often the churchmen who come to Washington 
seem to be afraid of criticism from those who 
think that the churches should not “meddle” 
in any controversial political questions. It ts 
regrettable that we have divisions in Protestant- 
ism, but this does not justify the policy of 
secrecy. That is not the way to unite Protestant- 
ism or lead it to a sense of civic responsibility. 


“Such an approach has no place in a 
democracy. Religious leaders should affirm, as 
a matter of moral principle, that public business 
is the public concern. Protestant leaders should 
have no business in Washington that is not open 
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to the press. They should themselves set an 
example of openness, rather than of secrecy. 
The closed-door policy surrounding our Prot- 
estant churchmen’s seminars is alien to our dem- 
ocratic traditions and should not be condoned, 
nor should Protestant spokesmen at any time 
or in any place confer with public officials in 
secret.” 


The writer has no sympathy with unreasoned 
attacks on the National Council. He has also 
no sympathy with an attitude which regards the 
National Council as sacrosanct and above 
criticism. 

Strange to say, our General Assembly often 
chooses as our representatives on the National 
Council men who may not represent the atti- 
tude of our Church as a whole. This is a 
grave mistake, not only for our Church but 
also in its effect on the Council itself. 


But, we are now confronted with the fact 
that the National Council continues its lobbying 
and other activities in Washington, often cloak- 
ing such lobbying in secret. 


Within political circles in Washington there 
are those who dare not consult the representa- 
tives of the National Council, not because they 
are primarily concerned with the moral or 
spiritual implications of some development, but 
because they fear the political power of the 
Church, as represented by that organization. 


One prominent government official recently 
expressed keen satisfaction when told that the 
National Council representatives in Washing- 
ton did not represent the thinking of the rank 
and file of Protestantism. 


Our coming General Assembly will certainly 
be faced with protests over current activities 
of the National Council. It is to be feared that 
these protests will go unheeded through a 
blind allegiance to the principle of Christian 
cooperation and voice on matters of spiritual 
concern, and, a failure to see that many of 
these protests are absolutely valid, based on 
known facts, and, most important of all, in com- 
plete violation not only of the constitution of 
our Church but of assurances given us by the 
National Council in the past. 


It is our considered judgment that our Gen- 
eral Assembly should appoint an Ad-Interim 
Committee representative of the entire Church, 
to make a detailed study of the present activities 


of the National Council and report its findings 
back to our Church as a whole. 


Unless such action is taken the unrest in 
our church, brought on in part by unwise rec- 
ommendations of some of our own agencies, 
and by the social problems so acute in the 
South at this time, can erupt into action which 
will be neither constructive nor wise. 


To analyze and evaluate the policies and 
activities of the National Council can prove a 


fruitful adventure for everyone concerned. 
—L.N.B. 


No Moratorium on Courtesy! ! 


In the tense situation which obtains in the 
South today there must not be a moratorium 
on courtesy. This is especially a responsibility 
of Christians and, of all people, Christians 
must set this example. 


The developments of the last few months 
have increased tensions and, in many areas, set 
back the definite and steady progress which was 
being made for a solution of racial problems. 


At such a time as this Christians should go 
out of their way to extend those small courtesies 
which mean so much in personal relationships 
and which, at this particular time, are desper- 
ately needed. 


In recent weeks the writer has been in a num- 
ber of Southern cities, as well as in the North. 
In some places we have seen studied attempts 
at indifference, even open hostility. On several 
occasions we have been the object of obvious 
antipathy. At the same time we have found 
that an open smile, a kindly word, some gesture 
of personal recognition has, in almost every case, 
broken down that barrier of smoldering resent- 
ment and elicited, in turn, a change of attitude. 


It is not too much to ask that Christians 
should take the lead in assuming personal atti- 
tudes which can go far to relieve tense and un- 
happy situations and which can, at the same 
time, bring a glow to the heart of all concerned. 

Our serious problems will never be solved 
by law, regardless of the source of that law. But, 
they can be solved by mutual love, forbearance 
and Christian courtesy. 

Let us determine that for our part we will 
not participate in any sit-down strike where 
showing Christian love is concerned. L.N.B. 
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Satisfy 
Our Catechism speaks of Christ offering Him- 
self a sacrifice to satisfy Divine justice and 


reconcile us to God. In some quarters there 


seems to be considerable objection to the word 
satisfy. 


Etymologically our English word comes from 
two Latin words, satis and facio. They simply 
mean uo enough. Most Christians would agree 
that Christ did enough to save us. Most would 
concur with Moffatt, He did for us what we 
could not do for ourselves and what we cannot 
do without. 


But perhaps the word has taken over some- 
thing of a quantitative measure. In the beau- 
tiful verses in Psalm 145 which are often used 
as — at the table, verses 15 and 16, God is 
spoken of as satisfying the desire of every living 
thing. No doubt this has reference to physical 
fullness, which invites quantitative thinking. 


On the other hand, the use of the word in 
Isaiah 53.11, “He shall see of the travail of 
His soul and be satisfied” is much less quanti- 
tative and much closer to the atonement. 


Thomas Aquinas says, “He satisfies who ren- 
ders to an offended party that which he loves 
more than he hates the offence.” In this very 
personal and non-quantitative sense may one 
not think of Christ’s work as a satisfaction? The 
Father’s love rested upon the Christ of the 
Cross, John 10.17; Eph 2.4, with more delight 
than even His wrath over our sin. In the 
Cross of Christ, there is both the wrath of God 
and the love of God, but the love overcame 
or turned aside the wrath. Or as the Apostle 
put it: God set forth Christ as a propitiation 
to show that He was righteous in forgiving sin- 
ners who believe in Christ. Rom. 3:25-26; 4:5. 

—W.C.R. 


A Story of Prayer and Song 


These ancient practices still seem to work in 
the twentieth as well as in the first and suc- 
ceeding centuries. | 


The story has fallen into our hands, recently, 
of a crowd of laymen in one of our Southern 
cities, namely Charlotte, putting into operation 
a few years back these well tried principles with 
nothing less than miraculous results. 


It was in the thirties. The Christian Men’s 
Club had been revived as a result of Billy Sun- 
day’s campaign in Charlotte in 1924. These men 
were dead in earnest in their desire for revival. 
Among them were Vernon Patterson and Tom 
Glasgow, well known to many readers of the 
Journal, and W. F. Graham, Sr., T. W. Wilson, 
J. B. Spillman and others. The first gathering 
for prayer in those days, for the City, was at- 
tended by 29 laymen in the year 1932. These 
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men felt that not only was America in the 
grips of a serious economic depression but that 
back of it all was a dreadful spiritual recession, 
the real root of the whole problem. 


According to the story told by Vernon Pat- 
terson and related by Edward E. Ham, it is as 
follows: 


“During one of our meetings in the Spring 
vf 1932, Tom Glasgow, our former president, 
arose and stated that some eight years had passed 
since the last city-wide evangelistic campaign 
in Charlotte under Billy Sunday, and that he 
felt the time was ripe for another campaign. 
A motion was made and passed that our club 
request the ministerial association to take the 
lead in setting up such a campaign, with the 
assurance that the laymen would follow their 
leadership. The record of this motion was pre- 
sented to the ministerial association, but it was 
completely ignored.” 


Mr. Patterson describes in detail that first 
earnest prayer meeting: “In October, 1932, a 
number of men of our club had become so 
concerned about the spiritual declension, par- 
alleling the financial depression, that they 
called for prayer on the outskirts of Charlotte, 
at a place to the left of Derita Road, on the 
rear border of the Nevin Community. It was 
a quiet, wooded spot, and we knew we would 
not be interrupted by telephone calls or visitors. 


“The men were asked to come and stay all 
day if possible, at least as long as they could. 
No lunch was served; it was a time of fasting 
and prayer. Twenty-nine persons attended. As 
the day proceeded the faith of the men grew 
stronger. We prayed for revival in Charlotte; 
we prayed that it might spread over the State; 
then out to the ends of the world. 


“This meeting proved such a blessing that in 
the years following, several other similar days 
of prayer were held; two on the farm of W. F. 
Pharr, at the invitation of Edgar W. Pharr. We 
also had two of our meetings on the farm of 
W. Frank Graham.” 


The story is too long to attempt to furnish 
all the details. Evangelist M. F. Ham _ was 
brought to Charlotte in 1934. A man named 
Albert V. McMakin, now of Columbia, S. C., 
working on W. F. Graham’s farm said, “Billy 
Frank (now known as Billy Graham), Why 
don’t you come out and hear our fighting 
preacher.” 


Billy’s answer was, “Is he a fighter? I’ll come 
and hear him then. I like a fighter.” 


McMakin took Billy to the tabernacle in the 
dairy truck the night he was saved. Not only 


was Billy Graham saved but Grady Wilson his 


partner rededicated his life to the service of 
Christ. The prayers and fasting of those Char- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


t 


( 
( 
| 
f 

\ 


lotte business men availed mightily not only 
for great blessings on their own city and North 
Carolina, but also for the very ends of the 
world. —R.W.C. 


Old—But Always New 


A prominent and richly used minister recent- 
ly told this story about a young preacher, a 
story which can well bring a blessing to many 
others. 


This young minister had graduated from 
seminary and assumed his first pastorate. He 


was well trained and he felt this training had 


prepared him for a fruitful work. 


He worked hard over his sermons and felt 
that they were adequate and that they met 
the needs of those to whom he was preaching. 
One day, when he went into the pulpit he 
found a note inserted between the leaves of the 
pulpit Bible where he would certainly see it. 


The note said simply: “Sir, we would see 
Jesus.” 


The minister was irritated for he felt that 
his sermon was the one he should preach. In 
subsequent weeks he preached the same type 
of message and was pleased with what he was 
doing. 


Some weeks later he noticed another note 
when he went into the pulpit. It was the same 
as before: “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 


This time the preacher went home and got 
down on his knees and asked God if he was 
truly giving His message, or preaching his own 
opinions. The Holy Spirit took hold of that 
young man and he got up from his knees de- 
termined to preach Christ and Him crucified. 


For some weeks he preached a new kind of 
sermon, and in his preaching he sensed a new 
joy and power. Some time later, one morning, 
when he went into the pulpit, he saw a note 
protruding from the same place as before. With 
fear and trembling he took it out and read: 


“Then were the disciples glad, when they saw 
the Lord.” L.N.B. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
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sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
dowed. Christian emphasis. A.A. and A.8. 
degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. 
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Two-year business course. Preparatory depart- 
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(From “New Testament Evangelism” 


by Wade C. Smith) 
LESSON No. 134 


Hoty Spiir in PERSONAL 
EVANGELISM (Continued ) 


Fact 2. The Holy Spirit regenerates the heart. 


‘Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abund- 
antly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” (Titus 
3:5,6) ... “. . . . and I will put a new spirit 
within you; and I will take the stony heart 
out of their flesh: that they may walk in my 
statutes and keep my ordinances and do them: 
and they shall be my people and I will be their 
God.” (Ezek. 11:19,20). 


As a soul winner you are working not to 
heal a leaking valve in the heart, but to bring 
about a change which the most skilful human 
surgery could never accomplish: an entirely new 
heart. Only the Holy Spirit can do this. Only 
as you work with Him - only as He works 
through you - will you make any progress win- 
ning a soul to Jesus Christ. With Him you are 
bound to succeed. 


Fact 3. The Holy Spirit gave us the Word of 
God. 


“For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man; but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 


Our Bible is in physical form typed words 
for physical eyes and ears, and it was written 
by God’s saints of old, but all under the in- 
spiration and direction of the Holy Spirit. When 
you are reading the Word for yourself and pass- 
ing it on to others, it means much to have this 
fact in mind. The Holy Spirit gave us the Word. 


Fact 4. The Holy Spirit interprets to us the Word 
‘“Howbeit, when He, the Spirit of Truth, is 
come, He will guide you into all Truth; .. . 
and He will show you things to'come. He shall 
glorify me; for He shall receive of mine, and 
shall show it unto you. All things that the 
Father hath are mine; therefore said I that 
He shall take of mine, and shall show it unto 
you.” (John 16:13-15) “But God hath revealed 
them unto us by His Spirit; for the spirit 
searcheth all things, yea the deep things o 
God.” (I Cor. 2:10). . 
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Here is a very precious truth for the soul win- 
ner. He can revel in the riches of God’s Word, 
with the Holy Spirit as His guide and teacher. 
As he reads the Word daily for his own soul's 
nourishment, under the tutelage of the Divine 
Teacher, he will discover Truth that he could 
never get in any other way. He may be privi- 
leged to sit under the best preachers and the 
most profound theologians of his day; he may 
have all the books that have been produced by 
the world’s best writers of any age; but he will 
not get from any of them Truth which nourishes 
and thrills like that taught by the Holy Spirit. 
Thus it is that those who are isolated, or who 
may otherwise be barred from the great cur- 
rents of learning, have access at all times to 
the real Source of all wisdom. And truth gained 
in this way is not only that which takes deepest 
hold of God’s servant, but is also the truth 
which he can most effectively pass on to another. 
It is an excellent practice as one opens the 
Book to read, to look up and say, “Holy Spirit, 
interpret to me this Word, and show me how 
to apply it to my own soul’s need.” Then the 


reader will be expecting something, and he 
won't be disappointed. 


Those things which stir us to the depths are 
also most effectively told. If the Holy Spirit 
“searches even the deep things of God,” surely 
He can penetrate the last recesses of the human 
heart and do that through you! 


This is a further assurance to the soul win- 
ner, for the Holy Spirit makes clear the mean- 
ing of the Word to the one whom he would 
win. We are sometimes dismayed at the thought 
of satisfactorily explaining the Word which we 
are quoting to another. It need not be so. 
The Holy Spirit can and will teach the other, 
even as He did you. Simply be faithful to the 
Word. Pass it on. The Holy Spirit takes care 
of His Own. It is your part to “preach the 
Word”: it is God’s part to apply it. 


YOUR BIBLE 
Read it through, 
Pray it in 
Work it out, 
Pass it on. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Bay 
By C. C. Baker 


: Sunday, April 15, Luke 5:8-11. Thus far Peter 

seems to have followed Christ ‘“‘at a distance.” 
In this passage see how Jesus wins his complete 
allegiance. First He asks a small favor - that 
Peter row out from shore (v.3). Notice Peter’s 
reaction to the request of v.4 (v.5). Do you 
think Peter expected to catch anything? Ob- 
serve the extent of the catch (vv.6-7). What 
must Peter have seen in Jesus to cause him to 
react as he did in v.8? Contrast what Peter called 
Jesus in v.8b and in v.5a. What new allegiance 
did Peter show in v.11 as he received this new 
realization of who Christ was. As the Lord 
Jesus reveals more of Himself to you through 
certain life experiences, do you respond with 
a deeper allegiance to Him? > 


Monday, April 16, I Cor. 13:1-13. Read 
1:11-16; 5:1-2; 6:1-6; 11:20-21 for some of the 
conditions existing in the Corinthian Church. 
Would you want to be the pastor of such a 
church? It is against such a background that 
Paul writes this great chapter on love. Think 
about how each of the qualities of love men- 
tioned in vv.4-7 would answer a need in the 
Corinthian Church. How would they answer a 
need in your Church? home? private life? In 
what way is love superior to knowledge (vv.8-13) ? 
In what way is faith, hope and love superior 
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to other virtues (v.12a)? What are the virtues 
that you seek most in your Christian life? 


Tuesday, April 17, Matthew 28:16-20. Try 
to catch the sense of march, of readiness to move 
forward, that exists in this chapter (vv.7-10,16 
-20). Seminary days are over. The crucifixion 
and resurrection are history. The disciples 
know their message and are ready to go (v.20). 
They fully realize who Jesus is (v.17). They 
are to be representatives and ambassadors of 
the Highest (v.18). The natural consequence of 
the greatness of the Person and authority of 
the one they represent (vv.17,18) is the theme 
of world-wide evangelization. What assurance is 
there of provision for their task (v.20)? Does 
your vision of the mission of the Church match 
that of these disciples? Do you sense the urgency 
of doing your part in this great task? 


Wednesday, April 18, Matthew 5:17-20. In 
introducing His teachings, Jesus explains His 
relation to the Old Testament law. What does 
He say about the permanancy of the law (vv.17- 
18)? The law is God’s moral standard for man. 
Jesus’ purpose is to fill the law full of spiritual 
meaning (v.17b). Examples of how He did this 
can be found in vwv.21-22, 27-28, etc. What does 
Jesus say about those who simply try to live up 
to an outward form of the law (v.20)? What, 
then, becomes the function of the law (Romans 
3:19-20) ? Do you see your deep sinfulness when 
you behold God’s moral standards for you? Upon 
what are you basing your hope of righteousness 
(Romans 1:16-17) ? 


Thursday, April 19, Matthew 6:16-18. The 
theme of the first part of chapter 6 lies in verse 
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one. Three examples of this theme are given 
in vv.2-4,5-6 and 16-18. Are each of the prac- 
tices involved ones which are commendable for 
Christians to perform? What should be the main 
motive of the Christian’s giving? praying? fast- 
ing? How do you picture the person who is 
fasting in v.16? Does he make a very attractive 
picture of the Christian faith? True fasting in 
the New Testament often occurred when the 


church was in earnest prayer in times of de- 


cision (Acts 13:2,3; 14:23. Do you know what 
it is to pass up a meal so that you can spend 
extra time in prayer? 


Friday, April 20, Matthew 11:20-24. Jesus 
speaks of how the present generation is unwill- 
ing to listen either to John the Baptist or to 
Him. How did they react to John’s ascetism 
(v.18)? How did they feel about the behavior 
of Christ (v.18)? What do these two verses re- 
veal about their hardness of heart? What should 
have been their reaction when they saw the 
mighty miracles of Christ (.20)? Observe one 
incident in Capernaum (Mark 1:21-28). The 
people listened, talked about Christ’s teaching, 


but never repented (Mark 1:27-28). Tyre and 
Sidon (vv.21-22) were Gentile cities. What do 
you know about the town of Sodom in the 
Old Testament (vv.23-24)? How is Capernaum 
compared to her (vv.27-28)? Are you one who 
listens to the preaching of the Scriptures often, 
yet has a heart that will not yield to its exhor- 
tations and admonitions? 


Saturday, April 21, Acts 2:22-24. Many of the 
people to whom Peter is speaking were actual 
eye witnesses of Jesus’ ministry on earth (v.22). 
Upon whom did Peter place the blame for 
Christ’s crucifixion (v.23) ? How did God thwart 
the efforts of lawless men (v.24)? How is Peter 
convinced of this fact (v.32) ? Observe the use of 
Old Testament Scripture that Peter made to 
establish the fact that this event was of God 
(vv.25-31). Notice the marvelous providence of 
God - God in Jesus doing mighty works as a 
witness to men (v.22), man trying to thwart 
God’s plan (v.23), God over-ruling man’s evil 
(v.24). All this was planned and prophesied 
by God long ago (vv.23a,29-31). Do you realize 
that in spite of all the evil in the world God 
is still on the throne? 


An Important Statement 


This Journal would commend the following “appeal” to the prayerful consideration of all 
of our readers. It is a clear statement of the problems we face with reference to race. It is thor- 
oughly Christian in its approach and at the same time faces frankly the peculiar situation as 
found in the South. That it will not meet the approval of all is certain. But, it is our opinion 
that the signers of this statement have done a real service to our Church, and to the cause about 
which we all are concerned. Careful study of what they have prepared can help us all to face 


this problem as Christians should face tt. 


An Appeal to Fellow Christians 


We the undersigned persons, acting entirely 
as individuals, and motivated by a deep con- 
cern for the welfare of our Church, submit to 
our fellow Christians the following statement 
of convictions concerning an area of tension 
which, in one degree or another, appears to 
be disturbing the entire membership of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


These are days of tremendous tension and 
difficulty for the American people, and of par- 
ticular crisis for the South. Not only do we 
face a situation which is the cause of deep con- 
cern, but, as Christians we are also confronted 
with a challenge to provide leadership and to 
contribute by word, by attitude, and by example 
a spirit of love, mutual understanding and 
good will which shall honor our Lord and work 
toward the solution of our problem. 


Much contention and some bitterness has 
arisen in some localities because of the state- 
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ment on segregation adopted by our General 
Assembly in 1954, and reaffirmed by its action 
in 1955. This unhappy situation has resulted, 
we believe, from a misapprehension as to the 
nature of such a deliverance and of the basic 
procedures of our Church courts. The General 
Assembly did not legislate, nor did it attempt 
to legislate on the subject of racial integration. 
Any statement of a General Assembly is worthy 
of prayerful consideration by the members of 
our Church, and should not be lightly dis- 
missed. At the same time, this was a deliver- 
ance made on a principle, as the General As- 
sembly saw it, and this was transmitted to 
trustees of Presbyterian institutions, governing 
bodies of religious conferences, and the lower 
courts of the Church, for them in turn to take 
such action as they deemed wise, in the light 
of the statement and in the light of local cir- 
cumstances. 


We would not rob the 1954 Assembly action 
of its significance; but we would reiterate that 
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no legislation was involved and no attempt 
made to bind the consciences of Christian men 
who sincerely disagree with the action taken. 
A realization of this might have allayed the 
spoken and unspoken fears of any who felt 
that the General Assembly was attempting to 
force racial integration on institutions or con- 
gregations. In each case the governing bodies 
would determine the course felt wisest for that 
particular group. 


It is not our purpose in this paper to discuss 
the constitutional issues which have been raised, 
or to deal with legal questions. On these points 
the signers of this document are not of one 
mind. It is quite obvious that the membership 
of our Church is not united in its view con- 
cerning them, or in its convictions with refer- 
ence to the larger issue of racial segregation 
as a whole. In the midst of these differences, 
however, we must steadfastly seek to maintain 
the spirit of love and respect toward one an- 
other and to promote good-will among all men. 


For this reason it is imperative for us all 
to recognize that laymen and ministers have 
the God-given right to express their views, in 
accordance with the prompting of conscience. 
When this is done, although there may be 
strong differences of opinion, these differences 
should be controlled by love. It is our judg- 
ment that both ministers and laymen should 
take into consideration all of the factors and 
tensions involved and at no time add to these 
tensions either by word of mouth or by associa- 
tion with those who sow discord or promote 
violence. It is part of Christian fellowship to, 
at all times, promote love and refrain from dis- 
cord. 


Expressed in as simple terms as possible, we 
would commend to our brothers across the 
Church the following observations: 


The Church has two primary functions; to 
bring men into a right relationship with God, 
and, to bring men into right relationships with 
each other. In either case it is the Holy Spirit, 
working in the hearts of men, who enables them 
to love God and to manifest the love of Christ 
in their hearts as they deal the one with the 
other. 


Here in the South, as we face this problem, 
there is need for great wisdom, patience and 
love. It is imperative that Christians understand 
the problem, realize its many implications, and 
proceed to work toward its solution. 


In our present dilemma there are three aspects 
and these should not be confused. It is the 
confusing of these which has been the basis of 
much misunderstanding, even bitterness. 


We should recognize that there are legal 
rights, spiritual values, and social implications, 
all. involved in the problem. 
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Legal Rights - Regardless of varying opinions 
as to the wisdom and constitutional legality 
of the decision of the Supreme Court, the fact 
remains that because of this decision Negroes 
are now in some areas in the process of being 
accorded full legal rights, particularly with ref- 
erence to tax-supported institutions, public con- 
veyances and other public facilities. Such om 
are regarded as inherent in American citizenship. 


Spiritual Values - The Church is the first to 
aftirm that, in God’s sight, all men are of equal 
value and that their souls are of identical worth 
in His eyes. Christ died for al] men, and the 
Church has unswervingly stood for this basic 
Christian doctrine. 


Social Implications - It is here that confusion 
has arisen and much strife now centers. Legal 
rights and spiritual values have, in the past, 
never been equated with social privileges. The 
latter is a matter of personal selection and 
choice and the Church has never sought to 
dictate in the matter of social relationships. To 
force social contacts, in the name of Christianity, 
where such contacts are not desired, can com- 
pound our problems; not solve them. 


Where there is such unwillingness for social 
contacts between class with class, or race with 
race, this unwillingness may be the result of 
natural selective desires or, it may be caused 
by un-Christian prejudice. In either case the 
solution is not to be found in force. On the 
one hand personal choice must be respected; 
on the other un-Christian prejudices must be 
overcome by a work of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart, not by force or by law. 


It must be recognized that in many areas of 
the deep South the problem is more of ratio 
than of race. It might be easy for one com- 
munity to solve its problem where ten per cent 
are of a minority race, but, where this ratio 
is radically altered the problem is obviously 
much more difficult. 


Because the Church is primarily concerned 
with a solution based on Christian principles 
it would seem that far. greater emphasis needs 
to be placed on those things which are basic in 
Christian attitudes; those daily contacts with 
peoples of other races where courtesies, con- 
sideration and love should be shown to every- 
one, regardless of color. We all need the mind 
of Christ which enables us to divest our hearts 
of prejudice, pride and hatred, and which leads 
to our treating others as we would have them 
treat us. We should see in every person a soul 
for whom Christ died, one loved by Him. 


If in certain areas this should involve mem- 
bership in the same church as a natural pro- 
cedure, then the Christian thing is to welcome 
such an one into the fellowship of that particu- 
lar congregation. However, it seems unnatural 
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and unwise to insist upon bringing those of 
another race into a specific congregation just 
because they are of a different race. 


Moderation in speech and action is greatly 
needed. A congregation should not be char- 
acterized as “Christian” or “un-Christian” by 
reason of the fact that it is either interracial 
or not interracial. In such choices Christians 
can wisely exercise personal preferences. 


Many feel that forced segregation cannot be 
justified on Christian or legal grounds. Others 
feel just as strongly that forced integration is 
equally indefensible. There is nothing morally 
wrong in a voluntary recognition of racial dif- 
ferences. Voluntary alignments can be both 
natural and Christian. Where local circum- 
stances dictate interracial contacts they should 
be accepted in a Christian spirit. But, where 
such relationships are forced in a zeal to break 
down racial barriers, such procedure has little 
to commend it, and it can well lead to more 
problems than it solves. 


Let us all ask God to give us hearts of love, 
divested of prejudice and willing to accept the 
leading of His Spirit. Let us endeavor to meet 
each local situation with a willingness to solve 
the problem in the way best designed to honor 
the One Whose name we bear. 


Let us accord to those Christian brethren 
who differ with us the right to their own judg- 
ment in the matter, realizing that they too are 
seeking God’s will and guidance. Let us ask 
God to give us sanctified common sense, not 
lagging behind or forging ahead in ways not 
for His glory. 


Let us, in all things, exercise Christian mod- 
eration and calmness especially as we deal with 
those problems in our local congregations and 
in our Church courts. Above all, let us pray 
that God will pour out His Spirit in our Church, 
and on our nation, that in this and all of our 
problems we may act in accordance with His 
holy will. 


(The persons who have signed this paper do 
not necessarily approve every individual state- 
ment contained in it. They are agreed, how- 
ever, in commending its substance and its spirit 
for prayerful consideration by all to whom it 
comes.) 


J. McDowell Richards 
Judge D. H. Edington 
L. R. Scott Ferguson Wood 

Ben R. Lacy, Jr. George C. Bellingrath 
Henry Edward Russell T. B. Hay 

Frank H. Caldwell Edward G. Lilly 
Emmett B. McGukin C. R. Wilcox 

J. Wayte Fulton, Jr. Marion A. Boggs 
Wm. A. Watt C. Darby Fulton 
James Ross McCain James A. Jones 

D. P. McGeachy, Jr. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr. 
Frank Alfred Mathes J. B. Green 

Roy L. Davis Wm. V. Gardner 

L. Nelson Bell G. Aiken Taylor 

P. D. Miller M. Graham Clark 
Wade H. Boggs W. G. Foster 


Bruce C. Boney 
James Sprunt 


C. M. Richards C. Grier Davis 

John S. Land Robert S. Hough 
Andrew R. Bird, Jr. Marshall C. Dendy 
W. E. Price John R. Cunningham 
Van M. Arnold A. W. Dick 


C. Newman Faulconer R. McFerran Crowe 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR APRIL 22 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church Endures Persecution 


Background Scripture: Acts 6:1 - 8:3 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 107 :1-8 


“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy.” 
In our Devotional Reading we have +e of suffering people delivered from their troubles; those 
a 


who had wandered in a solitary w 


with no city to dwell in, hungry and thirsty. In their distress 


they cried unto the Lord and He delivered them.” Oh that men would praise the Lord for His 
goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men.” 


The history of God’s people, both in the Old 
and in the New Testament, is a history of per- 
secution. The “enemy” was always on hand. 
Sometimes, as in Psalm 107, they brought their 
troubles upon themselves because they rebelled 
against God and forsook Him. At other times 
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their persecution was not the result of their 
sins. This was certainly true of the Church right 
after Pentecost. It was a church filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and with Love. These Christians 
were living exemplary lives for the most part. 
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They had favor with the people for they saw 
the way they were living. These persecutions 
were the result of the hatred and jealousy of 
the leaders of the Jews, the very same group 
which had persecuted Christ and had accom- 
plished his death on the Cross. We saw the be- 
ginnings of this in our last lesson. It increased 
in intensity as the church grew in numbers. 


I. The Arrest of Stephen: 6:1-15. 


The church had been growing by leaps and 
bounds; its work was spreading and its influence 
increasing. Part of the business of this growing 
church was the distributing of the goods to the 
poor, since they were having all things in com- 
mon. The rich had sold their property - many 
of them - and were sharing what they had with 
those who needed their help. There arose a 
murmuring of the Grecian Jews against the 
Hebrews because their widows were neglected in 
the daily ministration. To meet this emergency 
the Twelve called together the multitude and 
told them that it was unreasonable for them 
to leave the Word of God - their main business 
of preaching and teaching—, and “serve tables,” 
that is, to spend their time and energy in dis- 
tributing food and money to the poor. They 
advised them to look out seven men of honest 
report, full of the Holy Spirit and of wisdom, 
whom they might appoint over this work. We 
see in these words some of the qualifications 
which we need in deacons. They did this, and 
seven men were chosen and ordained by the 
laying on of the apostles’ hands, and prayer. 


These seven men became the first “deacons” 
in the church. Among these seven two men 
proved to be men who could teach and preach, 
even more effectively, it appears, than some of 
the apostles. These two were Stephen and 
Philip. Stephen stood out as a “disputer,” (in 
the good sense of that word, as one who could 
prove his point). He soon came into conflict 
with the leaders who were so bitterly opposing 
and persecuting the church. When they could 
not resist the wisdom and spirit by which he 


spoke they suborned men who said, We have 


heard him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses and against God. This was not the first, 
nor the last time that such methods have been 
used. We could cite many examples from the 
Bible and from secular and church history where 
this has been done. It is no wonder that God 


says, Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbor. The people were stirred up, and 
led by the elders and scribes, came upon him 
and caught him and brought him to the coun- 
cil, making their false accusations against him: 
“For we have heard him say that this Jesus 
of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and change 
the customs which Moses delivered us.”’ All that 
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sat in the council, as they gazed upon him, saw 
his face “as it had been the face of an angel.” 


II. Stephen's Defense Before the Council: 7:1-53. 


His defense is a masterly narration of their 
history as a nation from the call of Abraham 
to the time of Solomon. The Jewish nation 
began with the former and reached its height 
under the latter. To Abram God gave the 
promise of Canaan, but neither Abraham nor the 
patriarchs owned any of the land except a burial 
place. God also revealed to Abraham that his 
descendants would sojourn in a strange land 
for four hundred years until God brought them 
to the Jand of promise. He entered into a 
covenant with Abraham, the covenant of cir- 
cumcision. The patriarchs, Isaac, Jacob, and 
his twelve sons followed, and the sons of Jacob 
sold Joseph into slavery. God was with Joseph 
and after trials and affliction he was exalted 
to be a governor of Egypt. A famine in the 
land of Canaan caused the family of Jacob 
to move down into Egypt where Jacob died 
and was carried to Sychem to be buried. 


The Israelites grew and multiplied in Egypt 
until a king arose “‘who knew not Joseph,” and 
he evil entreated the children of Israel. Moses 
was born and hidden and saved from death 
and trained in all the wisdom and knowledge 
of the Egyptians. When he was about forty 
years of age he slew an Egyptian for mistreating 
an Israelite, and this being known, he had to 
flee to the land of Madian where he married 
and had two sons. He remained in exile an- 
other forty years and then was called from the 
“burning bush” to go into Egypt and lead his 
people out. He, the very man whom they had 
refused some forty years previously, became their 
leader, and with Aaron, after many signs and 
wonders, led them out of bondage. Mr. Moody 
said that we can divide the life of Moses into 
three parts: the first forty years he learned to 
be “somebody”; the next forty he learned to be 
“nobody”; and then the last forty God showed 
what He could do with a man who had learned 
the first two lessons. Saul of Tarsus, too, was 
an educated man, well-trained in all the knowl- 
edge of the Pharisees, but he had to learn the 
same lesson which Moses learned. Only then 
could God use him. Only then was he able 
to become the great Apostle to the Gentiles. 
Our lives must be completely surrendered to 
the will of God before He can use us in His 
work. 


“This is that Moses’ who said to Israel. A 
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto 
you, of your brethren, like unto me: him shall 
ye hear. The people, however, rebelled time 
and again, murmured and complained, and even 
wanted to return to Egypt, and said to Aaron, 
Make us gods to go before us. So they made 
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a calf in those days and offered sacrifice to 
idols, until finally they had to be carried away 
into Babylon. They had the Tabernacle in the 
Wilderness, and later on, the Temple under 
Solomon. 


There seems to be an abrupt change in the 
tone of his speech at verse fifty-one. Some have 
thought that he now saw in the faces of the 
multitude the reaction to his defense. He calls 
them stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and 
ears, always resisting the Holy Ghost, even as 
their father had done, and charges them with 
persecution of the prophets and disobedience to 
the law. 


JIN. The Stoning of Stephen: 54-60. 


When they heard these things they were “cut 
to the heart” and gnashed on him with their 
teeth. When the people heard Peter at Pente- 
cost they were “pricked in their heart.” In 
the one case there was repentance and salvation; 
in this case there was anger and rage. Some- 
times the truth wounds and saves; sometimes 
it leads to further and deeper sin. It may be 
a “savor of life unto life, or of death unto 
death.” Stephen’s vision, as he looked up stead- 
fastly into heaven, and his words, seemed to 
enrage them further, for they cried out with 
a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran upon 
him with one accord, cast him out of the city 
and stoned him. We have here a terrible ex- 
hibition of mob violence, and the deep wicked- 
ness of men. Stephen uttered two prayers; one 
for himself, and one for the mob. He called 


upon the Lord Jesus to receive his spirit, and 
kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge. And when he 
had said this, he fell asleep. What a beautiful 
way to describe the death of the first Christian 
martyr! 


IV. Saul, the Persecutor: 8:1-3 (also 7:58) 


Saul, seemingly, had not thrown any stones, 
but he was there consenting to it, and keeping 
the clothes of those who stoned him. He saw 


it all; he heard the prayer of Stephen, — i = 


feel that both the sight of Stephen’s face, like 
the face of an angel, and the prayers he uttered 
must have made an impression on Saul of Tar- 
sus. I expect that the “loud voice” of Stephen, 
as he prayed for his murderers, kept ringing in 
the ears of Saul . 


There was no immediate effect, however, un- 
less it was to intensify Saul’s opposition. There 
began a great persecution “against the church, 
and they were all scatteréd abroad, except the 
apostles. Devout. men carried Stephen to his 
grave and made great lamentation over him. 


As for Saul, he madé havoc of the church, 
(laid waste) which was at Jerusalem, haling 
men and women and gommitting them to prison. 
He became the leadef of the violent persecution, 
filled with insane madness. What a miracle of 
divine grace for sich a man to be converted! 


Persecution,/terrible as it is, does not kill the 
church. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 22 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Church And It's Work 


Hymn: “O Where Are Kings And Empires 
Now” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Ephesians 5:22-33 | 

Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 

Offering 

Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 
What is the church? The building where we 
worship God in Christ is called the church. The 


- congregation which meets in the building is 


called the church. The organization within the 
congregation is called the church. The denom- 
ination is called the church. The total number 
of people throughout the world who believe in 
Christ is called the church. There is a sense 
in which all these are the church, but what does 
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the Bible say? The New Testament word for 
“church” literally translated is “the called out.” 
It means that the church is that body of people 
called out of the world by God to receive His 
salvation and to have fellowship with Him 
through faith in His Son Jesus Christ. 


The Bible defines the church as “the body 
of Christ.” The Bible says that Christ is the 
head of the church which is His body. The Bible 
makes it clear that Christ is in the world now. 
He is not dead, and He is not isolated from His 
world, living in some distant place. We, who 
believe in Him, know that He lives in us even 
as the Scriptures say He does. Ordinarily, your 
body obeys your head. When your head warns 
of danger, your body responds to that warning. 
In a spiritual sense, Christ is the head of our 
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lives. If we yield ourselves to His Lordship, He 
directs our ways, and we become His body. So 
it is that we are members of the church, the 
body of Christ. 


Now we need to know what the body of Christ 
is supposed to do. In a physical sense, we know 
what is normal conduct for our own bodies. 
What is the normal conduct for the body of 
Christ? What is the purpose and work of the 
church? 


First SPEAKER: 

The body of Christ ought to bear witness to 
its Head. (Read aloud Matt. 16:13-18) It is 
not Peter, the man, who is the rock on which 
Christ’s church is to be built, but it is Peter 
confessing his faith in Jesus as Christ as the 
Son of God. The church is built on and among 
all people, not just Peter, who confess their 
faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


It is not merely a matter of confessing Christ 
in order to gain an entrance to the church, but 
the responsibility for witnessing is a continuing 
one for those who are members of the body of 
Christ. The Bible refers to Christians as wit- 
nesses and ambassadors, which means that we 
are bound to continue owning allegiance to 
Him whom we have accepted as our Head. We 
are not worthy to be counted as members of 
the church unless we are constantly showing by 
word and deed that we believe in Christ and 
have accepted Him as our Lord. A Christian 
who witnesses is doing one of the basic works 
of the church. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

In the introduction to this program the leader 
said that the normal body obeys its head. If 
the church is the body of Christ and He is its 
Head, then the church owes obedience to Christ. 
What does Christ want us to do? He summed 
up the law of God in these words: (Read Mark 
12:28-31). Only as the members of the church 
love both God and neighbor are they being 
obedient to their Head. The Bible tells us it 
is impossible to separate love of God from love 
of neighbor. (Read I John 4:20-21.) There is 
no question about Christ’s love for us, and if 
we are to claim Him as our Head, then we must 
seek to love as He loved us. The church proves 
itself to be the body of Christ, and the Chris- 
tian proves himself to be a member of that body 
by showing love to both God and man. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

Every body ought to follow the leadership of 
its head. We, as the body of Christ, are bound 
to follow His leadership. He has set for us an 
example, and we show ourselves to be loyal 
members of His body as we seek to follow that 
example. Christ outlined the purpose of His 
coming to earth and the work He was to do in 
these words; (Read Mark 10:45). That word 
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“minister” means to serve. Jesus did not come 
to be served but to serve, even to the giving 
of His life as a sacrifice for sinners. In this 
statement of His purpose He set the pattern 
for His body, the church. If we accept Him as 
our head, we must also follow Him in the path 
of unselfish service. (Read Rom. 12:1-2.) The 
greatest service we can render is in dedicating 
ourselves to telling the lost world of the Saviour, 
urging them to accept Him and to become mem- 


- bers of His body. Through this service we may 


bear witness to our Head and Prove our love. 
This is the work of the church. What are we 
doing about it? By these standards can we claim 
to be loyal members of the body of Christ. 


The Quiet 


Search for thoughts on the meaning to each 
individual woman and how to make it more 
meaningful opens many avenues of thought all 
beginning and ending on one focal point, God, 
our Father, Jesus Christ, the heart of the quiet 
hour. Here we find a means of a close fellow- 
ship with Him, a time to think of God, His 
power, majesty, goodness and love for all His 
children. We remember we are made in His 
image and as growing Christians the likeness 
can and will grow into a shining light if we 
so desire. This does not come to pass all at 
once, it comes through sincere practice and must 
have a beginning. 


How we do long for the blessed experience 
of feeling Him so near that our heart is so 
filled with His presence until we can go from 
time spent apart with Him to the common tasks 
of life, lifted and lightened because He is with 
us always. 


The quiet hour can serve as a time to practice 
the presence of Jesus which brings an inward 
reinforcement of the personality, an inward 
strengthening that makes it possible to meet 
any situation certain that all will be well, it 
brings joy, an infectious spirit of gaiety (a 
happy Christian, Christ in the heart.) Do we 
face the need of a serenity of spirit, and inward 
peace in days filled with the hectic rush of 
things? The peace that only the presence of 
Christ can give? Do we have a burning: desire 
for an outgoing love for all mankind that comes 
as Jesus fills our heart? Again, there must be 
a beginning. The quiet hour can be the be- 
ginning of great spiritual experiences. 


Often comes the question, “How can I find 
time when there are so many things to do?” 
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One basic essential for this time of quiet is a 
desire for communion with God, then pray 
that He will help you plan for a definite time 
in each day, perhaps you will know best the 
time most convenient for you (for myself I 
like the early morning hours best.) Perhaps 
the Bible should have been placed first but I 
feel prayer brings about a clearer understanding 
of God’s Holy Word. Therefore a good be- 
ginning for the quiet hour includes prayer, 
the Bible Day by Day and the selected passages 
which most of our women are using. 


There is much uplifting reading matter of- 
fered by our Presbyterian Church; this includes 
many books, leaflets, pamphlets, etc., on prayer. 
Also to give us needed light on what the Bible 
tells us concerning God’s will for our daily lives. 
Among the pamphlets is one which could be a 
valuable part of daily prayer “Pray Without 
Ceasing.”’ You will find yourself richly rewarded 
by further exploration of many of these books. 
The list is long, you will find many you will 
wish as daily companions. 


If it sometimes happens you come to the 
time of the quiet hour totally unprepared be- 
cause the mind is in a state of chaos and needs 
steadving (it happens to many of us) one may 
outwit the mind by praying or by reading some 
of the noble thoughts expressed in our Church 
publications, or one may sit quietly waiting 
for God to speak. 


May the quiet hour mean time spent with 
the Master a means of lifting us from our knees 
into yet more joyous enthusiastic service for 
Him. 


“Fix your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His 
wonderful face, and the things of this world 
grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory 
and grace. 


(Mrs. J. E.) Kathryn P. Bischoff 
El] Paso, Texas 


One Minute Messages on Stewardship 


“Stewardship requires placing at God’s Dis- 
posal every human good—physical, energy, tal- 
ent, education, possession of personal charm, 
influence, affections, honors, achievements, loved 
ones, even faith itself—life in all its fullness.” 


In personal dedication, we want to say with 
Saul of Tarsus, “Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?” 


Paul said, “Prove the sincerity of your love”’ 
giving of yourself is proof of that love. 


When Christ came into the world, He set 
for us the supreme example and motive in earn- 
ing, keeping, spending, and giving. To be sure 
our giving comes up at least to standard, the 


APRIL 11, 1956 


for Christian Family Living 


The 


W. T. Thompson 


The 
Author 


W. Taliaferro Thompson is highly 
qualified to write about Christian fam- 
ily life—as a grandfather, seminary 
professor of religious education, and 
sought-after speaker. 


Dr. “Tolly,”’ as he is known to South- 
ern Presbyterians, has distilled a life- 
time of study and experience into this 
clear and helpful book. 


Order your copies now for use in the 
1956 Year of Emphasis—and for years 
to come. 


Cloth $2.50 


| PRESBYTERIAN BooK STORES _ | 
| Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Georgia | 
| Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas | 
| Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia | 
| Please send me copies of 
An Adventure in Love: ) 
cloth at $2.50 
| paper at $1.25 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY & STATE 
[] Cash 
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tithe will have to be the starting point, and love 


will lead us beyond. ion 
;_ “God is not honored by the money given at 
church fairs, bazaars, and suppers. He is hon- 


ored only by the voluntary offerings of His 
people. 

Coming to Christ, depending upon Him - 
then living with Him in our hearts and follow- 
ing Christ as our teacher - then we can find 
joy in service. Think of the joy you will have 
in helping someone else find happiness in 
serving Christ. Someone promised that the let- 
ters J (thinking of Jesus first), O (others next) , 
and last of all Y (yourself) they spell JOY. 
Think of the joy of becoming PARTNERS with 
CHRIST as we say “I will place no value upon 
anything I am or possess except in its relation 
to the Kingdom of God.” (Wm. Carey) ... 


Mrs. S. H. Askew 


What the Birthday Offering Will Do 
for Children’s Work 


As we recognize the situation in our country 
today (and especially in the Southland) with 
respect to the number of children in our popu- 
lation, and as we face more fully our responsi- 
bility for the Christian nurture and evangeliza- 
tion of our share of those in our Southland, 
we are confronted with the tremendous task of 
enlisting and training a sufficient number of 
teachers to do the job adequately. In connection 
with “the situation,” here are some startling 
facts: 


. Every 8 seconds a baby is born in the 
United States 


. It is predicted that the population of the 
United States by 1960 will have increased 
from 160,000,000 to 177,000,000. 


. It is estimated that there are approximately 
38,000,000 children under 12 years of age 
in the United States. 


. Approximately 14,000,000 children under 
12 years of age are in the Southland. 


. Half the children and youth of America 
are not reached by religious teaching. 


. One child out of every 43 has a police 
record. 


. Crime has increased 20% since 1950 but 
the population only 5%. 


. The divorce rate has been climbing for 
years. 


. . One out of 8 children is not living with 
both parents. 
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. America is on the move. The families of 
8,000,000 children moved in a single year. 


. Four million new citizens - babies - arrived 
in our country in 1954. 


It is obvious, therefore, that our Church must 
strengthen and expand its program in order to 
reach for Christ its share of the increasing num- 
ber of children added to the population of our 
Southland each year. We must at the same time 
do a more adequate job with respect to the 
Christian nurture of the children already in our 
Sunday school. 


The magnitude of the job that needs to be 
done is shown in the actual figures for 1954 
which follow. These indicate clearly, too, how 
many new leaders will need to be enlisted and 
trained as rapidly as possible within the years 
just ahead and that much help needs to be given 
to the present leaders as well: 


Approximately 236,500 children under 12 
were enrolled in our Presbyterian, U.S., Sunday 
schools in 1954 and this means that it required 
approximately 30,000 leaders on the job every 
Sunday. 7 


Approximately 185,301 boys and girls were 
enrolled in our vacation church school program 
in 1954 and there were 34,856 leaders of these 
boys and girls in the vacation church schools. 


We see this opportunity and _ responsibility 
as a Challenge that might best be met through 
the establishment of Area Laboratory Schools 
in strategic centers of our General Assembly. 
This means making available to local church 
leaders of children the most effective means of 
training for a high-quality job of Christian 
teaching. This Area Laboratory School Pro- 
gram envisions the training of leaders of chil- 
dren throughout the church where they are that 
they in turn may reach with effective Christian 
teaching the multitude of children where they 
are. 


This appears to us in children’s work to be 
a golden opportunity to reach many more chil- 
dren for Christ than in previous years through 
a more adequately trained leadership who will 
be able to make the Gospel Message come alive 
in the hearts and minds of the millions of chil- 
dren in our Southland. This is a once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity and one for which we shall 
be eternally grateful to God and the Women 
of our Church. | 


Roy Hogrefe 
Director, Department of Children’s Work 
Board of Christian Education 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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A Thank You of Faith! 


When the Women of the Church announced 


appreciation and rejoicing by the Board of 
Christian Education. The Gift will assure suc- 
cess in one of the greatest ventures in Christian 
Education for Children ever undertaken by the 
Presbyterian Church U.S. For a Gift to be re- 
ceived, the Board of Christian Education is 
grateful. 


Everything religious leaders and educators 
learn about the importance of guidance, edu- 
cation and loving care of children only confirms 
the belief of the church that if we “Train up 
a child in the way he should go, when he is 
old he will not depart from it.” (Prov. 22:6.) 
To teach children to know the Heavenly Father 
and to love Him, and to love and serve Jesus 
is to fulfill the fervent wish and entreaty of 
Jesus when he said, “Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of 
such is the kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:14.) 


If there is not a baby in your home, most 
likely there is one in the home or the apart- 
ment next door. Every child is really “very 
exceptional and as precious as can be!” ‘There 
were millions of EXCEPTIONAL babies born 
in America last year. There will be millions 
more born each year. Each of these babies is 
EXCEPTIONAL in the loving concern of God. 
When God places babies in our homes He ex- 
pects us to love them, shelter them, teach them, 
care for them, and above all things to guide 
them in their spiritual growth that they might 
love and trust Him. 


The religious training of children in the home 
and church is one of our major concerns and 
responsibilities. Laboratory Schools will train 
parents and teachers of children in ways they 
can guide their children in the birth and 
growth of their faith in Christ. 


The plan of the Area Laboratory School will 
be set forth more minutely in other articles. 
Briefly, the plan is this: to provide teachers 
who have had competent training and success- 
ful experience in teaching for schools to be 
established in strategic areas of the General 
Assembly. Children will attend classes and will 
be taught by these teachers. Teachers from local 
churches will be sent to the school. They will 
observe the way the class is conducted. After 
the children are dismissed the teachers discuss 
the methods and materials used. Additional 
hours will be spent by the teachers in reading, 
studying and discussing the nature of children 
and how they learn. Excellent help in how to 
know and teach the Revelation of God will 
be provided. 
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for a CHURCH 


EXTENSION ANNUITY 


SAFE .. as the safest 

LIBERAL . . returns up to 7% 

PERMANENT. . your income is fixed, 
sure, regular 

COMPLETED GIFT . . not involved 
with later legalities 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE .. in part from your 
income 

TROUBLE-FREE .. 

no anxiety about 

fraud, theft, loss 


@ WITNESS FOR 
CHRIST .. atter 
fulfilling annuity 
obligation. 


Write For 
“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 


7 GOOD REASONS 
” 


VANCE HAVNER 

This is Vance Havner’s answer to the hectic 
pace of these times. The real test, he writes, 
for now and for eternity, is service through 
the strength of Christ within. This beloved 
evangelist and author emphasizes the need to 
go apart for a while, as Jesus did. “Our 
Saviour never allowed His public ministry 
to crowd His private meditation,” the author 
notes. He writes of his own woodland retreat 
near his Carolina home, but, he cautions, 
“‘do not get the idea that God can be reached 
only in the solitude of the sanctuary. More 
important than a hide-out in the mountains 
is a haven in your heart to which you can 
withdraw at any time.” A book filled with 
the spiritual enrichment that has stirred 
Vance Havner’s readers over the years. $2.00 


At your 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 
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CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 
G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 
BOARD cf CHURCH EXTENSION 
341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. D-3, Atlanta, Ga. 
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Since the Birthday Gift will provide for eight 
or ten Laboratory Schools each year over a 
period of at least ten years, thousands of teachers 
and parents will be trained. The schools ought 
to give assistance to every Sunday school in 
the Assembly. 


The Board of Education believes there will 
be vast improvement in the quality of Christian 
Education in our church as a result of this 
program of teacher training. The child should 
be the first beneficiary of the Birthday Gift. 
Since many of our teachers are parents, homes 
will be benefited by the Gift. Teachers will 
find greater joy in their teaching because they 
will feel more adequate for their high trust 
after having Tscived such training. The bless- 
ings and results of such an experience in Chris- 
tian Education should be far reaching and will 
last forever. 


Let every gift be accompanied by a sincere 
prayer. May your joy in serving children be 
surpassed only by your joy in knowing that 
in serving children you are serving Christ. 


Marshall C. Dendy, Executive Secretary 
Board of Christian Education 


News 


Board of World Missions 
Wins Zoning Suit 


Construction in a Nashville residential section 
of a new office building for the Presbyterian 
(U.S.) Board of World Missions was given the 
green light here by Chancellor Thomas W. 
Steele. 


He ruled in Chancery Court that the proposed 
building is a “religious institution” within the 
terms of the city’s zoning law. 


Property owners of the area filed the Chan- 
cery Court suit last December after the Nash- 
ville Board of Zoning Appeals had granted a 
permit for construction of the building. 


Zoning regulations applicable to the area pro- 
vide that “institutions of an educational, re- 
ligious or philanthropic character, other than 
correctional, may be erected” in it. 


The taxpayers’ suit contended that the zoning 
board had “arbitrarily and illegally” gone be- 
yond its powers in holding the proposed build- 
ing to be a “religious institution” and thus had, 
in effect, changed the zoning regulations. 


It was not immediately known whether the 
property owners plan an appeal to a higher 
court. 
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The Rev. Paul Freeland of Nashville, Tenn., 
who since 1950 has headed Presbyterian Over- 
seas Relief and Interchurch Aid, will be one of 
fifty world churchmen who will go abroad in 
late April to make plans for relief and rehabilita- 
tion programs for refugees of the Near East. 


Tuscaloosa, Alabama 

The gift of $600.00 from the Luebo Presbytery 
to Stillman College which was to be applied to 
dormitory construction, will instead, in accord- 
ance with a request from the Presbytery, be ap- 
plied to the support of a ministerial student in 
the institution. 


Birmingham, Alabama 

Dr. Edward V. Ramage, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, has been 
named first president of the new Community 
Counseling Association of Birmingham and Jef- 
ferson County. 


The new organization expects to be in full 
swing by May I. Plans call for the establish- 
ment of a downtown office and a staff which 
will include a director, three or four social case 
workers and a part-time psychiatrist. 


A board of 27 directors will form the govern- 
ing body of the Association. Members of the 
board will serve one and two-year terms and 
directors will serve for three years. 


Miami, Florida 
Trinity Presbyterian Church is the outgrowth 


of a special mission effort put forth by Riviera 
Presbyterian Church. During the week of Oc- 
tober 2-9, a group of seventy people from the 
Riviera came into our community in a house to 
house visitation, inviting us to attend a Church 
School and Worship Service in the Tropical 
Elementary School on the following Sunday. On 
this appointed Sunday, twelve teachers and 
workers from the Riviera Church were present 
to take charge and to teach in the Church 
School. Elder Joseph F. Dussault was present 
to preach at the 11 A. M. Worship Service. On 
this first Sunday, 52 were present for Church 
School and 43 for the Worship Service. The 
total offering on the first Sunday was $48.85. 


Riviera Presbyterian Church Extension was 


_ organized as a Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 


February 12, 1956, by the Presbytery of the 
Everglades. The Church now has a membership 
of 50 and a Church School with an average at- 
tendance of 140, and two Elders and three 
Deacons. Elder Joseph F. Dussault of the 
Riviera Presbyterian Church continues to serve 
as our lay- pastor. 


This new Church is now contributing to all 
benevolent causes of the Church. It is using 
our Presbyterian Graded literature in all de- 
partments of the Church School. 
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Davidson College YMCA Elections 

In the annual Spring elections for Y. M. C. A. 
officers at Davidson College, Rhett Sanders of 
Winnsboro, S. C., has been chosen vice-president; 
John Kuykendall of Charlotte, secretary; Phil 
Kukura of Deland, Fla., treasurer; and John C. 
Bernhardt, Jr. of Lenoir, Junior Board Member. 


Davidson, North Carolina 

Dr. Caroline T. MacBrayer of Mooresville 
will become the first woman faculty member 
in the history of Davidson College, according 
to an announcement by Dr. C. J. Pitenpol, dean 


of the Davidson faculty. Her appointment as_ 


visiting associate professor of psychology was 
approved by the college’s Board of Trustees at 
its February meeting. Dr. MacBrayer is now 
a member of the Queens College faculty. She 
was the first woman faculty member of the 
Psychology Department at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, N. C. She is 
a native of Mooresville, N. C., is a graduate of 
Hollins College in Virginia and has her Ph. D. 
degree in psychology from the University of 
North Carolina. She has also taught at Sophie 
Newcomb College of Tulane University in New 
Orleans. 


Jefferson, North Carolina 

About $10,000 has been received for the con- 
struction of the John W. Luke, Jr. Memorial 
Building and it is hoped that one-half of the 
total cost may be obtained by May | and the 
ground-breaking for the building may take place 


at that time. This means that approximately — 


$25,000 or $30,000 would be received by the 
proposed ground-breaking date. 


Executive committeemen, under the _ leader- 
ship of Chairman W. B. Austin, held a meeting 
at Glendale Church on February 24. Besides 
Mr. Austin, others attending this meeting were: 
Tom Boyd; Delmer Rose, treasurer of the funds; 
L. J. Yelanjian; P. J. Garrison; J. W. Luke, and 
Arthur Rose. 


Included in the funds already received is a 
gift from Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bare of Jeffer- 
son presented in memory of their son, Robert 
Clark Bare. A plaque will be placed in the 
building in his honor. 


Austin, Texas 

Dr. C. Ellis Nelson, professor of Christian 
Education at Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary has accepted appointment to the same 
professorship at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York City, beginning July 1957. 


Announcement of Dr. Nelson’s appointment 
to the New York position came from the office 
of the Rev. David L. Stitt. He stated: 


“We deeply regret the loss of Dr. Nelson 
from our faculty. Hisjunusual abilities, his deep 
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SURVIVORSHIP ANNUITIES 
offer these advantages: 


Under our Annuity Gift Plan, you as a 
donor to World Missions will receive for 
yourself (or anyone you designate) a 
specified annual income, and that same 
income, if you desire, will be paid to a 
surviving loved one after you have pass- 
ed on. 


Furthermore, these Annuity returns are not 
subject to fluctuations like the income 
from other types of investment. They are 
guaranteed by this Board, which has a 
record of over 50 years of meeting all its 
annuity obligations promptly and in full. 


Another advantage of our Annuity Gift 
Plan is that you can administer your own 
estate, yet still feceive a good income 
from your property as long as you or your 
survivor live. Finally, after all the obliga- 
tions of your Annuity Contract have been 
met by our Board, your original gift will 
be used to spread the Gospel in foreign 
fields. 


We will be happy to give you full informa- 
tion about this Annuity Gift Plan of ours, 
without cost or obligation. Just write: 


To Foretgn Misstons a Share~” 


BoaRD OF WORLD Missi0Ns 
PresevtTerian CHrurcn in THe Unireo 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENM. 
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commitment and his tireless energies have pro- 
duced fruitful results not only in the training 
given our students, but also in the work of the 
Synod and the General Assembly. 


Austin, Texas 

The Texas Synod Men’s Council meeting here 
recently discussed plans to fill the Texas quota 
for the Miami convention in October, 1957. 


Harrell C. Mason, Dallas, convention chair- 
man for the Synod, announced that Presbytery 
presidents were making their appointments and 
the convention chairmen will meet at Mo Ranch 
in June. 


Board of Education Expanding 
Richmond, Virginia 


At the winter meeting of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education in Richmond, February 23-24, 
actions taken by the 23-member group included 
the creation of two new divisions in the Board, 
approval of plans for annual public tours to 
the Holy Land, an announcement of record 
sales by the Publication Division, and announce- 
ment of the awarding of 14 fellowships and 
scholarships. 


With the reorganization of the staff structure 
of the Board, there are now seven separate divi- 
sions with thirty departments responsible to 
division secretaries. The two new divisions, each 
continuing work carried out formerly as a de- 
partment, are Field Service, with the Rev. W. 
Norman Cook as secretary, and Finance, with 
John S. Grant, secretary. The other five divi- 
sions, unchanged by the Board’s action, are 
Religious Education, Higher Education, Publi- 
cation, Men’s Work, and Church Relations. 


The Board approved plans to sponsor annual 
tours of the Holy Land, beginning in the sum- 
mer of 1957. A staff member will accompany 
the groups on the six-week trips to be arranged 
with Brownell Tours, Inc. 


Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, secretary of Higher 
Education, announced the awarding of 14 fel- 
lowships and scholarships totaling $15,500. These 
grants, from the Board’s Challenge Fund, are 
aimed at improving college teaching. 


It was reported that both sales and profits 
from the operations of the Publication Division 
within the past five years have doubled. Cam- 
eron Deans, general manager, announced that 
sales in 1955 were over $2,006,000, and profits 
amounted to nearly $340,000. All of the profits 
were used to underwrite the Board’s work. 


An expanded publishing program for John 
Knox Press includes the addition of a West 
Coast sales representative and establishment of 
mutual publishing agreements with British pub- 
lishers. 
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The Board approved a request frem the U. S. 
Armed Forces in Europe for speaking tours by 
two staff members at Men of the Chapel rallies 
during April. Dr. S. J. Patterson, Jr., secretary 
of Men’s Work, and Clinton Harris, secretary 
of Church Relations will visit 14 camps in 
France and Germany and discuss religious op- 
portunities for the laymen in uniform. 


A report by Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, executive 
secretary of the Board, indicated good progress 
in the pioneering work of a Curriculum Study 
Committee. The committee, led by Dr. Charles 
E. S. Kraemer, is surveying the Church’s entire 
curriculum. 


Board members also heard plans for 150 lay- 


men as “contact men” to speak throughout the 


General Assembly in the promotion program 
of Christian Higher Education during the 1956 
Year of Emphasis for this cause. 


At the Board meeting a memorial resolution 
for Dr. William T. Martin, Jr., Board member 
and pastor of First Presbyterian Church at Tal- 
lahassee, Fla., who died in January, was read 
by Dr. Lawrence I. Stell of Charlotte, N. C. 


Next meeting of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation will be held in Richmond, June 14-15. 


— 


“THE HEART OF PETER MARSHALL’S FAITH.” 
Peter Marshall. Fleming H. Revell Co. $1.00. 


This book brings together two messages con- 
taining the essence of Peter Marshall’s teaching 
ministry. The first is called “Keepers of the 
Spring” which tells of the necessity of faith and 
practice of Christ’s principles while we are 
here on this earth. The second is entitled ““The 
Grave and the Garden,” which the author gives 
as witness to his faith in life after death. This 
part answers the age-old question, “If a man 
dies shall he live again.” ‘These two messages, 
says his wife, constitute the heart of Peter Mar- 
shall’s faith. 


WANTED—Young minister or layman who would 
like to be in Church work as assistant to Pastor 
in visitation, extension work, and possibly preach- 
ing. Contact Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr., West End 
Presbyterian Church, 1600 Atlantic _ Hope- 
well, Virginia. Phones: 5691, 6765. 


Two Young Bible Believing Presbyterian Min- 
isters from Canada wish to supply in vacancies 
April 22. Only usual remuneration expected. 
Box 68, Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
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THE LITTLE JETTS 
“PARTS” 


By WADE C. SMITH 


Price advanced to $2 postpaid, account 
cost of production (including 14 steel dies 
$400), assembling, packing, mailing; cut- 
outs made from double side suede paper. 


Each set contains 100 “Parts” 


One Set will be given as a premium for 
two paid one year subscriptions to the 


JOURNAL 
OR 
Any one of the four Little Jetts books: 


The Little Jetts Bible (Old Testament) 

The Little Jetts New Testament 

Little Jetts Youth Talks 

Pilgrim’s Progress, illustrated by the 
Little Jetts. 


Address 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


FOR YOU! The New Distinctively 


Evangelical One-Volume Comnientary 


THE NEW 

BIBLE 
COMMEN- 
TARY 


The Newest, Finest 
Fully Up-to-Date Con- 


servative Bible Com- 
mentary for the Gen- 
eral Bible Reader. 


You will thrill to this 
wonderful new work 
for reference and study 

“One of the most important religious works to be 
published in our generation, the entire volume breathes 
an atmosphere of freshness, of new approaches, of the 


q@mthusiastic desire to get at the meaning of the text.’’ 
—~- Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 


MORE THAN 1200 PAGES 9 
ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE $7 5 
FIFTY OUTSTANDING WRITERS. 


THE 
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WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


Any Three of the Books 
Listed Below 
Sent Postpaid for $5.00 


The Reformed Doctrine 


of Predestination $4.50 
By Loraine Boettner 
Studies in Theology $3.50 


By Loraine Boettner 


The Reformed Doctrine 
of Justification $3.00 
By Boehl 


The Reformed Doctrine of Adoption __ $2.50 
By R. A. Webb 


The Faith of Christendom $3.00 
By Vander Muelen 
and Liberalism $2.50 
By J. Gresham Machen 
The Presbyterian Conflict $1.50 


By Edwin H Rian 


Rightly So Called ___ $2.00 
By Samuel G. Craig 


Who Say Ye That I Am _ $2.50 
Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Christ the Bread of Life $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Christ—The Hope of Glory $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Knowing The Scriptures $3.95 
By A. T. Pierson 
Keys To The Word $1.50 
By A. T. Pierson 
Lord of Glory $3.50 
By B. B. Warfield 
The Plan of Salvation $1.50 
By B. B. Warfield 
Progress of Doctrine $1.75 
By Thomas Dehany Bernard 
Does God Answer Prayer $1.50 


By Louise Harrison McCraw 


God Transcendent and 
Other Sermons $2.50 
By Gresham Machen 


Christianity and Existentialism ____ $3.00 
By J. M. Spier 


The Lord From Heaven $1.50 
By Sir Robert Anderson 


The Doctrines of Grace $3.95 
By George S. Bishop 


The Infallibility of the Church $3.00 
By George D. Salmon 


Order From 


THE SOUTHERN 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carolina 
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